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Voting Down Ideas

By Tom Wicker

Where, if no: on the coliege carmpus,
should jdeas be openlv and freely
beard and debated? Who, more than
students and faculty, should upboid
that iceal of the campus as an open
forum for all views?

Free expression is doudbly dimin-
ished, tberefore, by the actions of st-
dents and faculty &t Barnard and
Smith colieges in opposing tor polit.
Cal reasons the bonors the two schoals
had offered to Jeane Kirkpatrick, the
Reagan Administration’s chie! dele
gate 10 the United Nations.

Mrs. Kirkpatrick also was booed
and beckled off the stage when sbe re-
cemly tried 10 speak at the University
o! Californiz it Berkeley. 1p view of
swdem and facuwlty -opposition, she
hec refused the Barnard and Smith
bonors with the laconic, scathing ob-
servautan tha! “‘z2 university or college
is ip the most basic sense defimed by
its taculty and students.”

Al Barpard, more than 1,000 st-
dents had sigped a petition protesting
& meda) 10 be 2wardec Mrs. Kirkpai.
rick, & Barnard alumnz. The faculty
voted jts disapprova) of the award, 48
wlg.

At Smith, where student political
opposition already had led her to can-
cel & scheduled commencement ag-
dress, &n boporary dociorate was of-
terec ber by schoo! trustees. About
bal! the faculry then signed & petition
of disapproval.

There's no doubt wby students and
taculry at both schools acied es they

dic. Theirs i< political opposition to an

idea — to Mrs. Kirkpatrick’s contro-
versial views on Central Americap af.
“feirs, apparently a large factor in the
Reagan Administration’s policy to-
ward thet region.

No one would argue that Mrs. Kirk.
pamrick is pot distingui 2s an
Bcagemician 2nd as & writer in ber
field. No ope would argue that she is not
& woman of high ability and achieve.
nent, first in education, now in govern-
ment. No one would argue that she’s too
comroversial; colleges have awzrded
countless honors W persons holding
views &t least as hotly debated as bers.

"o &3vhole horse.”’)

Nor can it be argued that acadgemic
honors are so precioué tpat they
sbould go only to the purest &nd the no.
blest. Colieges and universities .rou-
unelv hand them ou: 10 larpe donors,
to influential politicians, to important
Tustees and 10  commencement
speakers, in liew of a fee.

(At the Universitv of Kentucky
there's even av 0i¢ joke about & pro-

-posalmawaxﬂadoamtetooneof

that swate's great | race

-borses. “It would be,” the universiry

president is supposed to bave said,
"t.beﬁmﬁmeweev:rgaveadegree

Nn.t.beopposmmml;norstor!drs.
Kirkpatrick is political. Tbe oppos;-

" tion believes that her idees are unsuit-

able or inferior or immora) .or some-
thing, and therefore should not be

-heard or their author bonored, at

Smith or Barna~d. Bt what then be
comes of the idea] of an open forum
for ideas? And should there be .z
change in the political atmosphere,
wha! idez and what person might be
considered politically unacceptabie
next tirme?

No: t00 many vears ago, the State
Legislature approved = ban oo Com-
munist speakers at the Universiry of
North Carolinz. ] and other gradu-
ates, topetbher with faculty, adminic
Trators, students and many who had
no conpection with the university,
spoke, wrote and fought against that
so-called “‘speaker ban’ until it wes
litied. ] don't see much ditference be
tween the artitude of the Smith and
Barnar¢ opposition and that of tbe
Legisiature that voted the restriction;

~ they both wanted certain jdeas to be !

banned trom the campus,

|
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Hop to 2id w the Salvadoran Army and
police, 07 10 the C.1.A -spomsored torces
in Nicaraguz; they can take par: in
rallies, teach-ins, political activism,
poilitical campaipns.

That they acted as they dic, however,

|
i suggests ope “‘Viemam parallel” of
which even the Reagan Administration
] should be warv — the likelihood of an
outraged, embittered, sometitnes into).
proach 1o Central America.
© ASin the vears of the Vietnam

- €rant oppositon to fts militery .ap- -

movement, development of such an op- |

position will only be tostered by an Ad-
ministration “that circumrvents Coo-
gress and shorfours  consututionsal
procedures; that overstates its case
with doubttul “facrs” and

claims ‘abowt - its clients and their

*‘progress’’ toward democracy; that io-
vokes & so-calied “noral obligation™
and the “national bonor” in the cause of
repressive and sormetimes murderous
forces who cammot be disguised as
© **pood guys” or *freedom fighters.”
Nothing is more divisive than such
| tactics, hence more self-Gefeating. In
£ GemocTacy, Presidents can’t for
Jong fight @ war — even by proxy —
when the public and Congress won't
! SUppOTt ft.

. Politica) debate, including opposition |
10 povernioent policy, is the essence of

democTacy; but 50 is tree expression

Students and taculty a1 Smith and Bar.

- mard don't have 1o listen to Mrs. Kirk.

patrick if they don't want t0; but they
¢on't have to stifle the speech or the

recognition of someone with a ditfering

view in order to express their own.
They can vote; they cap make sure
their Jegislators know of their opposi-
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